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Sent Word by Messenger.
Maj. Tompkins had taken the precautionthe r.ight before to send word by

a messenger to the presidente of Parral,
Luis Herrera. that he would call upon
him next day to arrange for buying
provisions and to have the Parral militaryofficials designate some camping
place for the Americans outside of Par-
ra 1 in accordance with the agreement
by which the American troops are not
to occupy Mexican cities. Maj. Tomp-
kins left most of his men outside of
Parral. but took his advance guard into
the city during his call. The presence
of this guard was both a military pre-
caution considered necessary in a countrycredited with being strongly Villa
inclined in sentiment and also was the
usual formal escort accompanying commandingofficers, when, according to
Mexican custom, they pay official
visits.
The presidente said lie had not receivedthe message which Maj. Tompkinshad dispatched. The messenger

was a Mexican, a t'arranza petty officer.After the Parral fight the authoritiesthere claimed they had discoveredthat this messenger had been
captured and killed by Villistas on his
way to Parral. The conference in the
city with the presidente and with the
f'arranza general commanding in Parral.(Jen. Lozano. was pleasant. Promiseswere made to sell the Americans
food, and to show them a good camping
site. Immediately the Americans
started out of the city, accompanied by
Herrera and Lozano. who were rid-
ing with Maj. Tompkins.

Attacked While Leaving- Town.
When the Americans were out of the

town, the pack train at their rear.
Maj. Tompkins heard firing. 'Looking
back, he saw that some one in the
town was shooting at the pack train.
He had heard shouts of "Viva Villa!"
ana \i\h .uexico. anu curses a^ainsi

"grringoes."
Maj. Tompkins turned to the Carranzaleaders and asked them what
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and across the international line
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en. including a pack train outfit.
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they knew about firing on his pack
train. Gen. Lozano and the presidente
hurried back toward the town to stop
the shooting.
The Americans were in a column

formed for defense when this firing
began, a formation which Maj. Tompkinshad ordered, as he heard the
shooting against his pack train, which
had been five or six hundred yards to
the rear. Both of the soldiers killed
in the action were near Maj. Tompkins.
As the fire became general Maj.

Tompkins and the men of his commandcould see some of their assailants.They wore the khaki uniforms
which are customary among the Carranzasoldiers. Maj. Tompkins discoveredone column of these uniiformed men moving out to cut off the
road to the east and to the north,
where he would have to retreat to escapefrom the pocket at the camp site.
He shouted to these men to get away
from the road. When they did not heed
his warning the American commander
wheeled on his horse and ordered his
men to reply to the firf.

Sergt. Jay Ridgeley of Troop M. 13th
Cavalry, was the first American to fall
as he rode, firing, near Maj. Tompkins.
The sergeant's body lav all day where
it fell in the road, as his comrades
were too hard pressed pick it up.
A bullet struck Maj. Tompkins in the

left breast. The wound was slight, accordingto military standards, and the
major continued fighting all afternoon
and until yesterday, when reinforcementsunder one of his superior officers
arrived to relieve him.
Incut. J. B. Ord, of the 6th Infantry.

who accompanied the cavalry expedition,was shot in the left ear, a slight
wound.

Unable to Control Carranzistas.
As the fight began Maj. Tompkins

received word from the Carranza generalthat the civilians were doing the
shooting; that his troops were unable
to control them, and asking the Americansto fall back. This falling back
movement continued for five hours and
a half over a distance of fifteen miles
on a road bordered by bushes and hills,
affording good cover for pursuers. Dur^AT
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ins: all this time the American ti.-bps
repeatedly caught sight of men in Carranzauniforms shooting at them, but
saw few, if any, civilians.
After moving out from the trap of

hills, where the fight began, Maj.
Tompkins formed a line of dismounted
men. well spread out. across the road
and on adjoining eminences, who retardedthe attackers until the pack
animals and stores had time to get back
toward the American rear.
Repeatedly during the afternoon this

defense line continued to form, to fire
from the cover of rocks, plowed
ground and ditches, and then fell back
to its horses for further retreat. The
Americans had no machine guns, only
their pistols and rifles, and every man

was instructed to save his cartridges
until he could make them count. Duringone of these defensive stands
Private Herbert Red ford. Troop M, 1 3th
Cavalry, was shot, in the hand. He
continued to fight. Rate in the afternoon,his hand swollen and almost useless.but still fighting, he was shot
dead off his horse, a bullet passing
through his chest. His body lay in the
road, but at all times under cover of
such an effective American fire that it
was not molested.

Other Americans Wounded.

The other Americans wounded during
the afternoon fight were Corp. BenjaminMcGehee of the 13th Cavalry, shot

iii the mouth; Corp. Walter E. Willingham.Troop M, 13th Cavalry, shot in

the calf of the left leg; Corp. Richard
Tamous. Troop K. 13th Cavalry, shot
twice in both elbows ami one forearm,
and Private R. M. Schoenberger. Troop
K. 13th Cavalry, who suffered a slight
wound in the left hip.
As the Americans fell hack. Maj.

Tompkins finally ordered that only the'
expert rifle shots among his men
should reply to the Mexican fire, as

the cavalrymen were not hard pressed
and he wished to save ammunition.
Shortly before dark the Americans

reached the adobe Mexican village or
Santa Cruz, where they loopholed
some heavy mud walls, a fool or more

thick, making very effective defensive
-positions. The Mexicans did not press
them in this village, but continued firinguntil 6:50. At that hour all shootingceased
Immediately a mounted man bearing

a flag of truce approached the Americanlines and was taken to Maj.
Tompkins.

In the Mexican lines bugles were

blowing the military recall for cavalrymen.The truce messenger brought
word from Gen. T.ozano, who was at
that time in the Mexican lines a short
distance from the Americans. Lozano's
note suggested that he was unable to
control his men. Tompkins replied
immediately, and quickly there came
another flag of truce from boznno, who
still was at the Mexican front. This
second messenger brought a demand
from Gen. Lozano that Maj. Tompkins
withdraw and threatened to attack him
if he refused. Col. Brown, who arrivedat this time with 350 men of
the 10th Cavalry and took command,
replied that he would not retreat a

step from Santa Cruz unless ordered
to do so by his commanding officers.
To this Gen. Lozano made no reply.

Many Former Villa Soldiers.
Investigation of the Parral situation

showed that while Gen. Lozano himself
had no record as a Carranza officer, j
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most of his command was credited with ai

being: foi ir.tr Villa soldiers. The city **

of 1'arral was known as a hotbed of v<
Villa sympathizers. g-<
The direct effect of the Carranza at- ei

tack on the Americans was to inter- V
runt the fast pursuit of Villa, which V
tltf American columns were making w

with a handful of men. While they
were unable to verify the stories that
Villa, v/ounded and on a stretcher, was
being carried by his men southward
past Parral. the. know that an impor- tl
tant unit of his forces was fleeing:
southward towaid Durango and they
were daily nearing this force of
bandits.
In order to proceed past Parral the 01

Americans were forced to buy provi- al
sions for men and horses at that town, tr
It was this necessity which led Maj.
Tompkins to open negotiations with m
the Parral civil and military officials. rj
The concentraton of American com- tc

mauds was so rapid after the Parral b;
fight that at present there is no worry u.
for their safety among officers here. it
The day after the fight President Her- k

rera of Parral sent messengers to Col. V
Brown saying he regretted that there p
had been a tight. He said that he c,
thought the Americans should not have a
gone into Parral unannounced. Col. n
Brown replied by pointing out that the
Americans had gone in on what seemed <
a most reliable invitation from Carran- \
za officers and had certainly sent the \]
message to announce their coming. u
The president repeated that 'Parral j(

civilians outnumbered the soldiers, so a
that the people could not be controlled. .
So far as the actual fighting was con- e
cerned. the Americans assert they ob- u
tained positive evidence that the Car- ,,
ranza troops were not outnumbered by f.
civilians and that few civilians participated.
The body of Sergt. Ridgelev was sent ei

into the American camp. It apparently
had not been molested. f,

Strategy of the Villa Chase. £
The entire strategy of the Villa chase

n
up to its blockade by Carranza forces r]
at Parral is as follows: js
First was the organization of a secret

force at Hachita, N. M., while the main
expeditionary body went in via Columbus.Brig. Gen. John J. Pershing andjlhisstaff joined this Hachita column at C<
the border bv fast automobiles and P
then led it by unused routes at high K
speed to Casas Grandes. ffi
There, the presence of Villa at San w

Miguel, about sixty miles southeast. sf

was ascertained. Gen. Pershing rushed hi
out three columns to catch him. Poor
guides and a railroad accident resulted ^
in the failure of these three iron fin- w

gers to close about Villa there. They 111

missed him by barely twenty-four ^
hours. S(

Next, pursuing columns were sent secretlythrough mountains to catch him
at Narniauipa. about 22."> miles below h'
the American border. Villa was warned »'
and escaped through the mountains to- 51

ward the east. |
The fourth phase then developed;

when Col. George A. Dodd, at Gen. !al
Pershing's orders, took the "string of *.
the bow." a straight line southward,
west of the mountains, while Villa was

takingthe arc of the bow," a longer /3
route, east of the mountains. This surmiseof the American staff proved correct.enabling Dodd to strike Villa as
the latter rounded up at Guerrero
March I'S.
Throughout every one of these move- b

ments the Americans received no guid- t<
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ice from Carranza military'men. and
ie lack of guides each time delayed
le pusuers just long enough to prejntthe possibility of reaching the
r>al. After Guerrero began the prositstage, when it was learned that
ilia's bodyguard, and almost surely
ilia himself, had started southeastnrdfrom Guerrero.

Cutting' Down Villa's Lead.
Four small columns first entered
lis chase, one on Villa's heels, starting
iree days behind and cutting down
le lead hourly through terrible mounlinpasses, while two other columns
P cavalry llanked this chase, one east
rid another west of the Villa trail,
> catch him should he deviate in
ther direction. Col. Dodd meanvyhile
loved toward the vast mountain
inges in the southwest of Chihuahua
> prevent the fugitive from circling
ack to those almost surely safe refges.Finally, a few days ago, when
was seen that Maj. Frank Toinpins.leading the chase, directly on

ilia's trail, with only 114 men. was
eading for the unfriendly Parral
juntry, a fifth column was sent over

direct line to close up on Tompkins'
2a r.
The long-anticipated break from
arranza forces came at Parral on

pril 12. Within a few hours after
int. fight four of the American oolmns.following the general plan, had
)ined Tompkins near Santa Cruz,
bout fifteen miles north of Parral.
taking a body of troops strong
nough for any emergency. Dodd,
ith the strongest, individual column,
eniained in the west guarding the
t st ness.
Fifteen hundred men comprised

tese flying columns when they startdfrom Casas Gratides. A little more
lian half of them remained at the
ront the day of the Parral battle. The
thers had been dropped through the
ecessities for food, the deaths of
orses and their own semi-nakedness,
ue to the rigors of day and night
ding and occasional fighting among
egged mountain rocks, wildernesses of
-torns and the bitter snow and cold
f the Guerrero region.

PERSUING S CAMP AT THE FRONT
\ MEXICO. April In. by aeroplane to

olumbus. X. M., April 21.. After the

arral fight Col. W. C. Brown of the
ith United States Cavalry obtained
lirly reliable evidence that Villa,
ounded, was being caried by an escort
tuthward toward Durango. Villa
imself. with an escort of 150 men,

as said to have passed through El
alle, a small place about twenty miles
est of Parral. bound south. Three
iles west of Parral another band of
)0 Villa bandits was reported passing
>uth two or three days ahead of the
merican columns.
Gen. Ismael hozano. at Parral. said
e had engaged this command near

arral. killing forty-two of them. He
tid he fought them w-hen they were
)lit. into three small detachments, de

atingeach in turn. Gen. I.ozano
Iso claimed that the presence of
merican "troops near Parral had the
Tect of increasing Villa's ranks.

iVIATORS COMING BACK
FOR NEW AEROPLANES

COLUMBUS, N. M.. April 21..Memersof the army Aero Corps attached
y the expeditionary force in Mexico
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have been ordered to the border during
the halt in operations, to prepare for
service the eight new biplanes expected
here. Two of the nine officer aviators
attached to the command arrived here
yesterday with dispatches, while the
remainder and the enlisted men of the
squadron are expected to arrive by
motor in time to receive the first four
pianes, expected tomorrow. me nrst
detachment of the 2.3'»o troops ordered
to Columbus to be held subject to Gen.
Pershing's orders arrived from K1 Paso
during: the night. It is expected the remainderwill-arrive today and tomorrow.
Reports reaching here indicated that

military operations in Mexico continued
at a standstill today. Gen. Pershing
was reported to be in Namiquipa. where
he had gone from his new base that he
might be closely in touch with the
army wireless.

WEDDED IN QUICK TIME.

Pennsylvania Couples Married by
Chaplain of the Senate.

Purchasing marriage licences at 2:30
o'clock yesterday afternoon at the
courthouse, two couples of Pennsylvaniansmade a quick trip to Rev. Dr.
Forest J. Prettyman. chaplain of the
Senate, who lives at 1308 Columbia
road northwest, who performed the desireddouble wedding ceremony. Only
a half hour elapsed between the time of
the purchase of the licenses and the
completion of the weddings.
The couples were Chester Eisentrager,

twenty-six years old, of Philadelphia,
who married Bessie Y. Tagle, twentynineyears old, of Pottstown, Pa., and
Harry Joseph Conwell, thirty-three
years old, also of Philadelphia, who
was married to Anna Ruth McGinnes,
twenty-six years old, of Spring City,
Pa.

Prof. Ion to Lecture Twice.
Two lectures are to be given by Prof.
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the first lecture Is "Origin of the SpecialTreaty of 1S41," while the theme
of the second talk will be "From the
Crimean War to the Present European
War."
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